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Management Biography
Howard Blumenthal
CEO, Independence Media

Howard Blumentha l has worked in sen ior ro les in te lev is ion, mus ic, In ternet , book and 
magaz ine publ ish ing, sof tware, advert is ing and market ing. As CEO of Independence Media 
s ince September 2006, he is t ransforming a non-commerc ia l  TV stat ion in to a mul t i -p lat form 
g lobal learn ing network. 

Prev ious ly, he was CEO of New Century Te lev is ion, which deve lops and d is t r ibutes In ternet TV 
channe ls for c l ients such as Denmark Tour is t Board, Rutgers and La Sal le un ivers i t ies, and for 
ind iv idua l subscr ibers .

Prev ious ly, B lumentha l was Sen ior VP, Brand Market ing for Berte lsmann's e-commerce 
mus ic group. Th is ro le evo lved as Berte lsmann merged CDNow wi th BMG Direct .  As Sen ior 
VP, Market ing & Media at CDNow, he oversaw content , advert is ing, pub l ic re lat ions, des ign, 
research, bus iness deve lopment, and strategy. He was one of four sen ior execut ives lead ing 
th is $130M company.

Pr ior to CDNow, B lumentha l was the Pres ident and Co-founder of Glow in the Dark 
Product ions, a program suppl ier to cable networks inc lud ing HBO, History Channe l ,  and Food 
Network. Prev ious ly, he was Sen ior VP for K IDSOFT, Hearst 's innovat ive ch i ldren’s sof tware 
marketer .

H is te lev is ion cred i ts inc lude the Peabody and Emmy Award-winn ing Where in the Wor ld Is 
Carmen Sandiego? ,  which he created and produced for PBS, and MTV's groundbreak ing 
Remote Contro l .  Ear l ier ,  B lumentha l bu i l t  and managed VCA Programs (part of V ideo Corp. 
of Amer ica, a publ ic company) to deve lop and market of sponsored home v ideos. At Warner 
Communicat ions, he in i t ia ted the deve lopment ef for t that became MTV; and headed interact ive 
deve lopment for QUBE.

B lumentha l’s extens ive work in deve lopment and market ing has inc luded pro jects wi th industry 
leaders inc lud ing Polaro id, RCA, Hearst ,  HarperCol l ins, Amer ican Express, Eveready, Tosh iba, 
Warner Publ ish ing, Cartoon Network, The Learn ing Company, Wi ley, CompuServe, Kodak, 
Parker Brothers, GE, AT&T, Merr iam-Webster , Pa lm, Dig i tas, and Ph i l ips/Magnavox.

He is a lso the author of more than 20 books about bus iness, market ing, creat iv i ty , h is tory, 
mus ic, and media. For 15 years, he wrote a syndicated co lumn (NY T imes Syndicate and 
Uni ted Features) for more than 100 newspapers about consumer techno logy. He has been a 
facu l ty member at the Annenberg School for Communicat ion at the Univers i ty of Pennsy lvan ia, 
and New School Un ivers i ty .
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